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DEPARIMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

March 9,2001 

Ms. Kathleen Hain, Director 
Environmental Resimtfon Program. 
US. Department of Energy 
Idaho Operations lXfice 
850 Encelpy Drive 
Idaho F ~ s ,  IO 834014fl3 

Subject:, Denial uf ~ W 2 0 0 1  Request.fot: Wension crf Deadlines for Waste h a  
Group 7,Ope#~bl8 Unit-(OU) 7-10. 

Dear Ms. Wain: 

The Department of Environmental Quality doers. not find good cause m supporryour 
request fbr an extension of approximately 7 years for remainlog deadllnes for the Pit 9 
pmject, operable unit 7-70. As-a result, bEQ denies'your request.' r t  

As we have indicated in our prior di6CU68hS on this subject, I?OE's proposed schedule 
extension of 7 yeam Ibr the cornpietion of the retrievai of the 20' by 20' area,, and 
correbponding extension of mob than 13 yean for retrieval of the acre comprlslng pit Q 
are not reasonabte. 

Your letter atso did not reference the 1'997 Agreement to Resohre Dfsputes ensred Into 
by DOE, EPA and DEQ under the Federal Facilities Agreement and Consent Order. 
The Agreement te$dted hi the schedule for the PIt.9 pmject 'already bdng lengthened 
by a number of years. In the Agreement, the paffles agreed to extend the deadline to 
perfom the draft Ramediaf Investigation and Feasibility Study for the remaining pits and 
Trenches to 'allow for Pit 9 Information b @@.available for evaluation" in the decision- 
rnakinp process for the lgrger area' of buried transuranic waste: The parties agreed that 
"information frorn-the cleanup of Pit 9' wilt be USH in the basehe risk assessment, 
RYFS and Record of Decision for @e Jarger area. 

In the 1997 Agreement, the Parties ais6 agreed that if infomation from the Pit 9 project 
wa8 not available for decis1on-rnaking documants for the Pits and Trenches, DOE 'shall 
immedtately initiate ibdepandent characterfiation and treatability studies for purposes af 
evaluating the alternatives ...,' Under that circumstance, DOE would ultimately submit a 
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revid rcgw of work for the,RI/FS for the larger area of b u W  waste, [rl addition to 
not dating gaod cause, DOE'S request to exteM'th& Pit Q8chedule did not hdudo any 

. reference .as to how it would collect the information that would not be wanable from Pit 
9 with the oGhedule dd8Y. In fact, your letter of February 27,2001 Indicates DOE does 
not plan to collect such infomatlon, contrary t ~ .  its commitments, 

bOE's proposal to delay Pit 8 pmjec€ deadlines for,? years, well beyond the Record of 
Decision for the Pits and Trenches, is Counter to the Intent qf the original 1893 Record 
de becisbn for the Plt 9 project, our revision of the project under the 1997 Agtreement bo 
Fbsolvo Disputes, and numeram inbyening 6€atements of DOE repmsentativeo b 
state officiats. 

Further, the 4,995 court settlement with the State of Idaho requires DOE to mmove all 
traneuranie waste'locatqd at INEEL f&,m the S.Me by 2018. DOE'S proposed schedule 
extension jeopardizes this deadline. 

Dean J, Nygard 
Site Remedialion Program Manager 
'Waste Management and Rem.&iatian Divislon 
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C. Stephen Allnd; AD 
Kathleen Trever, IN-. 
On& Green, WMRD 
Wayne Pier& Region X EPA 
Daryi KQ&, WMRD 


